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How the learning journey works

The preparation course turns the Accounting syllabus into a sequence of manageable learning tasks. You first
understand the qualification, then identify your starting point, develop accounting methods and practise using them
in examination situations. The intention is to help you become increasingly independent in choosing, applying and
explaining a method.

Course organisation

Stage What you do Intended learning outcome

Course Orientation Complete these five lessons Understand the syllabus, assessment and
learning pathway

Diagnostic Assessment Read the paper guides, use the refresher Identify existing strengths and areas needing
and complete paper diagnostics when attention
available

Foundations and recording Study areas 1-2 Explain the accounting equation and record

transactions accurately

Verification and adjustments Study areas 3-4 Check records and apply appropriate
adjustments
Financial statements Study area 5 Produce statements for the specified

organisations

Interpretation and Study areas 6-7 and connect them to earlier Explain results and justify decisions and
responsible practice work accounting treatments
Paper practice and revision Combine topics, correct errors and progress Apply knowledge accurately and

to timed papers communicate under examination conditions

The teaching stages describe the intended syllabus pathway, not a claim that every teaching unit is already published.
Follow the lesson availability and instructions shown in the course. Accounting concepts should be revisited
throughout, rather than left entirely to the final stage.

What diagnostics can tell you

A diagnostic is a starting-point activity. Unfamiliar content is normal before teaching. Identify whether a difficulty
involves a concept, a calculation, an accounting format or an explanation. Use that evidence to choose practice.
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The current diagnostic records describe guides, a refresher and assessment briefs; questions, scoring and individual
reporting are still being developed. Until assessments are available, use a simple familiar/partly familiar/new topic list.
A topic without assessment evidence is not assessed, not a zero score. No diagnostic should be treated as an official
grade prediction.

Support and your role

The orientation provides the syllabus map, assessment explanations, resource links. The planned learning modules
add explanations, worked examples, independent practice and correction guidance. Use any feedback mechanism
actually offered in your enrolled course. Personal tutoring, live classes, individual marking, Al tutoring and automated
readiness reports are not promised by this orientation.

Before a lesson, review the previous method and note a question. During the lesson, pause before the solution and
attempt the next step. Afterwards, complete an independent task and explain your method in your own words. If you
used a hint, try again later without it.

A practical study cycle

Step Accounting example

Recall Write the accounting equation without notes

Learn Follow an example of a credit purchase

Practise Record a different purchase independently

Explain Describe the effect on inventory, liabilities and the records
Correct Identify why an entry was put on the wrong side
Reattempt Complete a fresh transaction after a delay

This cycle connects understanding with performance. Keep an error log containing the topic, your mistake, the correct
principle and the date of your successful reattempt. Give recurring conceptual errors priority over isolated slips.

Working towards your strongest result

Cover every syllabus area, practise both papers and give regular attention to written analysis and evaluation. Use the
current accounting ratios, present workings clearly and learn to explain why a treatment is appropriate. Once
methods are reliable, add time limits and practise moving between tasks.

Cambridge designs this IGCSE around approximately 130 guided learning hours. This is guidance, not a guarantee of
completion time; independent practice and prior experience affect your needs. Plan a sustainable routine with time
for review and correction.

Private candidates may enter this syllabus, but examination entry is separate from completing this preparation
course. Confirm arrangements, deadlines and availability with an accepting examination centre. A Polymath
completion record is not a Cambridge qualification, and the course does not guarantee a grade.

Next: Continue to the Diagnostic Assessment section to understand the papers and identify your learning priorities.
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