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Examinations 2027, 2028 and 2029

Your preparation pathway

The Polymath preparation pathway connects subject understanding with the ability to use it in Cambridge
assessments. For History 9489, this means secure coverage of the selected syllabus route and steady development of

the response skills described above.

Stage

What it is for

Expected learner outcome

Course Orientation

Diagnostic Assessment

Syllabus teaching modules

Topic and skills practice

Paper-specific preparation

Revision and examination

preparation

Examination-entry information

Explains the subject, syllabus, assessment
and resources

Identifies starting strengths and gaps
through the released diagnostic materials

Develops the content and skills in the
syllabus map

Provides opportunities to apply learning and
use correction guidance

Explains the formats and demands of
required components

Brings topics and skills together under
increasing time constraints

Directs learners to an approved centre for
applicable arrangements

Understand the course and the correct
qualification route

Know which foundations need attention; no
official grade prediction

Understand and connect the required
subject areas

Address weaknesses before relying on
timed work

Respond appropriately to the actual
assessment tasks

Improve consistency, accuracy and
examination readiness

Understand that registration and entry
confirmation are separate from course
study

This is the planned learning sequence, not a statement that every stage or service is already available online. Your
released course materials identify the items you can currently use. A preparation-course completion record is

separate from a Cambridge qualification.
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Starting at the right level

Diagnostic guidance helps identify what you already understand and what needs strengthening. It is generally
intended for learners aged sixteen to nineteen, although there is no formal age restriction. There are no compulsory
prerequisites, but Cambridge recommends previous study of History at a level equivalent to Cambridge IGCSE or O
Level. A diagnostic result should therefore be used to prioritise study, not to label your ability permanently or predict
an official Cambridge result.

Learning through the modules

The modules should connect explanations with chronologies, historical sources, selected-topic explanations and
analytical response models. Topic practice, model approaches and correction guidance then help you see how
knowledge is used. Paper-specific preparation brings those skills together in the format required by the qualification.

Build a secure chronology for the selected options, then connect events through causation, change and significance.
Revisit source and essay skills alongside content rather than treating them as separate last-minute revision.

Set a manageable study rhythm that allows time for learning, application and revision. Guided learning hours are
broad curriculum-planning measures, not a guarantee that every learner will finish in a fixed number of months.
Progress depends on your starting point, selected route and the quality of your independent study.

Support and responsibility

The support described here is the structured content, diagnostic guidance, model approaches and
examination-preparation material in the course plan. Personal tutoring, individual human marking, live support,
automated readiness predictions and examination-registration services are not promised unless separately confirmed
in the published course offer.

Keep your notes organised around the syllabus and use corrections to identify recurring gaps. Answer the historical
issue in the question rather than narrating everything you know. Source evaluation needs provenance, content and
contextual knowledge used together. An essay should weigh relevant factors or interpretations and support its
judgement with selected evidence. Work that must be authenticated, supervised or completed at a centre remains
subject to the formal component rules.

Working towards your strongest possible result

Strong preparation combines complete coverage of your required topics with accurate terminology, relevant
application and regular review. Balance effort across the required components, and use the official assessment
guidance to understand what a stronger response demonstrates. The course supports improvement; it cannot
guarantee a grade.

Next: Continue to Diagnostic Assessment for the available starting-point guidance, then follow the syllabus modules
for your selected route.
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