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Understanding the whole syllabus

Law studies rules, institutions and the reasoning used to resolve disputes. The syllabus connects the English legal
system with criminal law and, at A Level, contract and tort. Knowledge becomes useful when you can identify an
issue, explain the relevant rule and apply it to the facts.

For Law 9084, the content map below follows the approved subject briefing and the official syllabus. Labels group
related areas for orientation; the detailed syllabus remains the authority for individual learning requirements.

Content map

Syllabus area or component What the area covers

AS: English legal system and criminal At AS Level, you begin with the English legal system. You will examine the principles and

law sources of English law, the machinery of justice and the roles of legal personnel. You will
then study criminal law, including the elements required to establish a crime, offences
against property, and sentencing in England and Wales.

A Level: Contract and tort For the full A Level, you continue into two major areas of civil law. The law of contract
covers the formation and contents of a valid contract, how contracts are discharged, and
the remedies available when a contract is breached. The law of tort includes negligence,
torts affecting land and the person, together with general defences and remedies.

Legal reasoning and evidence Throughout the course, you will learn to use statutes, cases and accurate legal
terminology. More importantly, you will apply legal rules to scenarios, analyse
competing arguments and evaluate whether particular laws and legal processes are fair
and effective.

These areas should be read as a connected course. Begin with the foundational knowledge identified in the first part
of the map, then build towards the applications and explanations that depend on it. Organise cases and rules by the
legal principle they establish. Learn how facts affect application, and use concise case references to support analysis
rather than memorising long narratives. Where a row describes a choice of topics or components, study the selection
required by your agreed route rather than treating all alternatives as compulsory.
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Qualification and component choices

Qualification route Components Meaning
AS Level only land2 Standalone AS qualification, graded a-e
Staged A Level 1 and 2 first; then 3 and 4 Carry forward eligible AS marks within Cambridge

rules and time limits

Full A Level in one series 1,2,3,4 All required components; A Level graded A*-E

AS and A Level percentages refer to different qualification totals. A component can therefore have one weighting at
AS and a different weighting in the full A Level. Confirm the entry option and any carry-forward arrangements with
the centre.

The assessed skills

Assessment objectives describe the abilities Cambridge looks for across the qualification. The following explanations
paraphrase the syllabus objectives; they are not additional topics or separate orientation tasks.

Assessment objective Meaning for the learner

AO1 Knowledge and understanding Select accurate subject knowledge, terminology and examples that answer the
guestion, and explain their meaning.

AO2 Analysis and application Apply the relevant knowledge or method to the specific facts, data or situation
in the question.

AO3 Evaluation Weigh evidence, explanations or methods, explain limitations and reach a
justified judgement.

These abilities work together in an answer. Accurate knowledge supports application, while a clear explanation shows
how the evidence or method leads to a conclusion. The balance varies by component, so the next lesson connects
these abilities with the actual assessment formats.

Key pointers: Follow the stated examination-year syllabus, cover the required areas for your route and develop skills
alongside knowledge. Next: Open Assessment Overview.
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